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Conference Theme

The Global South in Perspective:
Shifting World Order and Postcolonial Dynamics

The countries that make up the Global South have experienced socio-political changes in
the Twentieth and Twenty-first centuries. Buffeted by colonial hegemonic legacies and
slow economic growth in the postcolonial milieu, numerous countries depend heavily on
the Global North for survival, economic growth, and social viability. However, others have
endeavored to shed the shackles of colonial hegemonic ideologies and cultural identities.
Such endeavors have triggered a shift in geopolitical power dynamics and upended
international relations. In other words, various countries in the Global South continue their
march towards less dependency on the Global North, seeking to restore their diminished
sovereignties by championing specific group interests within the ambit of a North-South
tussle over global hegemony. The emergence of a multipolar world is pushing the limits of
the old order of bipolarity. How does this global trend affect international relations? How
does multipolarity intersect with globalization? How does the postcolonial deracinate the
colonial, and does this trend impact the process of globalization? This conference seeks to
interrogate these multilayered global conundrums.



DAY 1 - Sunday, 12 October 2025

7:00 to 7:30 in Breakfast Room — Conference Registration
Free breakfast buffet for those who booked the special AGSS rate
Free Wi-Fi connection for all AGGS participants

Distribution of nametags & programs

7:20 to 7:40 in Lobby — Check-in for Uxmal Excursion

8:00 to 17:00 — Uxmal Excursion

Important Excursion Information

The three 15-seat tour vehicles will depart from the front of the Hyatt Hotel at 8:00
promptly since we have a full day tour. The Breakfast Buffet at the hotel starts at 6:30. We
ask that all participants meet in the Hotel Lobby between 7:20 and 7:40 so that all names
and passport numbers can be registered on your vehicle's passenger manifest. Each touring
vehicle will have its own professional guide responsible for their group. We

cannot accommodate everyone if the 45 pre-paid guests show up at 7:39. Our goal is to
return by 17:00 but definitely before 18:00. You cannot enter the Uxmal site without your
passport [do not leave your passport in the hotel]. If you did not purchase an Excursion
ticket on the website when you registered, it is possible there might be a cancellation that
opens up a seat on the tour.

19:00 to 21:00 — Opening Reception [Drinks and Heavy Appetizers]

Terrace on 3" Floor



DAY 2 -- Monday, 13 October 2025

7:30 to 8:30 in Hotel Lobby — Conference Registration

distribution of nametags and programs

SESSION A —-9:00 to 10:15

Panel 1A: Colonialism and Postcolonial Discourse (Chichen Itza 1)

Chair, Joseph Bangura, Delaware State University

Elizabeth Golden, Eastern Washington University
“So Close to the United States: A Brief History of U.S Intervention in 20" Century Latin
America”

Jared Grosvenor, American University
“Across the Aras River: Azeri National Identity Formation in Two Centuries”

Joseph U. Lenti, Eastern Washington University
“Sanctioned Land Taking and State-Squatter Negotiation in Costa Rica”

Joseph Bangura, Delaware State University
“Decoloniality, Indigenous Sovereignty and Traditions of Governance in West Africa in the
Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries”

Panel 1B: Making Sense of Cameroon’s Anglophone Crisis almost a Decade after it Started
(Chichen Itza 2)

Chair: Joseph Takougang, University of Cincinnati

Joseph Takougang, University of Cincinnati
“The Price of Conflicts: The Anglophone Crisis and Population Displacement in Cameroon,
2016-2024”

Augustine Ayuk, Clayton University
“Understanding the Major Sources of the Anglophone Conflict: The Ibos of Nigeria, The United
Nations, British Neglect and Elite Sell Out”

10:15 to 10:45 — Coffee Break
Coffee Break Service available from 10:00 to 14:00



SESSION B - 10:45 to 12:00

Panel 1C: Global South in Perspective and Hegemonic Shifts (Chichen Itza 1)
Chair, Brian Parkinson, Georgia Southwestern State University

Michael Rory Dreyer, University of North Georgia
“The Vector Between the Israeli/Palestinian Conflict and Food Sovereignty”

Brian Parkinson, Georgia Southwestern State University

“Creole Cosmopolitanism and the Limits of Empire: Legal and Cultural Encounters in the
Middle East”

Julia Smith, Eastern Washington University
“Costa Rican Coffee in the Twenty-First Century: From Boring to Innovative”

Alwen Yeung, Georgia Southwestern State University
“Beyond Hofstede and Meyer: Rethinking Cultural Frameworks in the Era of Hybrid Identities”

Panel 1D: The Politics of Science in the Americas (Chichen Itza 2)

Chair, Peter Soland, University of Houston-Downtown

Maria de la Paz Ramos-Lara Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico
“Scientific and Technological Dependence in Mexico in the Nineteenth Century”

Jadwiga E. Pieper Mooney, University of Arizona
“Contar para transformar: datos, salud publica y la trayectoria pionera de Erica Taucher en
Chile”

Angela Corsa, University of Arizona
“Therapeutic Labor: The Politics of Science of Childcare in the Mid-Twentieth Century

Ecuador”

Peter Soland, University of Houston-Downtown
“Nuclear Secrets: Scientific Networks, National Security Doctrine and Argentina’s Dirty War”

Philip Davidson, Eastern Washington University
“How Quakers’ Beliefs in Monteverde, Costa Rica impacted Conservation Practices”

12:00 to 14:30 — Lunch Break



SESSSION C - 2:30 to 3:45

Panel 1E: Sex, Sexualities, and Gender Relations (Chichen Itza 1)

Chair: Sunita Manian, Georgia College and State University

Nancy Reynolds, Eastern Washington University
“Trajectory of Women’s Suffrage in Costa Rica: Broad Comparison in Latin America Trend”

Tyler Ralston, University of Pikeville
“Queen of the Hoodlums: Madame Sata and the Rough and Tumble of Lapa, Rio Janeiro, 1930-
1972”

Maria Bermudez, Pennsylvania State University
“A Latina/x Feminist Inspired Environmental Framework”

Sunita Manian, Georgia College and State University
My Marriage will be my Decision’: Contextualizing Sex and Marriage in Contemporary India”

Panel 1F: Migration, Nationalism and Global Trends (Chichen Itza 2)
Chair, Dorothea Hoffman, Appalachian University

Mehrangiz Najafizadeh, University of Kansas
“The Plight of Azerbaijani IDPs and Refugees: The Karabakh Wars and Enduring Trauma”

Elizabeth Onasch, State University of New York, Plattsburgh
“The Lifespan of a Loophole: The Institutionalization and Erasure of an Irregular Border
Crossing”

Dekuwmini Mornah, Northern Kentucky University
Sena Agbodjah, Academic City University, Ghana

“Do Entrepreneurial Traits Shape Migration Intentions in Ghana?”

Dorothea Hoffman, Appalachian University
“Anti-Chinese Attacks in Peru and Mexico — Tag along to War and Revolution”

18:30 -- AGSS Executive Council Meeting (meet in Hotel Lobby @ 18:00)



DAY 3 - Tuesday, 14 October 2025
SESSION D —9:00 to 10:15

PANEL 2A: Social and Cultural Implications of Professional Wrestling in the Global South
(Chichen Itza 1)

Chair: Ryan Alexander, State University of New York, Plattsburgh

Michael R. Hall, Georgia Southern University
“Bolivia’s Fighting Cholitas”

Iris Hauser, Princeton University
“Lucha Libre or ‘Free Fight’”

Cathy Skidmore-Hess, Georgia Southern University
“I like this ring, but I prefer the mud: Africa, sports, tradition, and social media”

Ibipo Johnson-Anumonwo, State University of New York, Cortland
“Cultural Geography Perspective on Regional Variation of Popular Culture in the Global South:
A Nigerian Case Study”

Panel 2B: The Environment, Education and Global Economy (Chichen Itza 2)
Chair: Philip Szmedra, Gannon University

Ishmael Munene, Northern Arizona University
“Private Higher Education in Africa: Typologies, Challenges and Public Policy”

Aaron Castroverde, Georgia College
“‘Philosophical Fiction’ as a transnational literary form”

Olufunke Fontenot, Fort Valley State University
“Beyond Competitions: Pathways of Opportunity for Students and Professionals from the Global
South in U.S. Higher Education”

Paulina Kuforiji, Columbus State University

Doyin Coker-Kolo, Indiana University Southeast

“Faculty Members’ Perspectives on Global North-South Partnership in Higher Education: A Case
of Two Eastern Africa Institutions”



10:15 to 10:45 — Coffee Break
Coffee Break Service available from 10:00 to 14:00

Session E —10:45 to 12:00

Panel 2C: Multipolarity and Global Security Regimes (Chichen Itza 1)
Chair, Assefaw Bariagaber, Seton Hall University

Ryan Alexander, State University of New York, Plattsburgh
“NAFTA and Mexico’s Corn Crisis”

James Berggren, Georgian Southwestern State University
“Jimmy Carter, Mexico and Journeys South of the Border.”

James Gire, Virginia Military Institute
Dekuwmini Mornah, Northern Kentucky University
“Institutional Quality as a Moderator of the Remittance-Entrepreneurship Nexus”

Assefaw Bariagaber Seton Hall University
“System Disequilibrium and Rising Regional Powers”

Panel 2D: Geospatial Dynamics and Hegemonic Shifts (Chichen Itza 2)
Chair, Lauren Eastwood, State University of New York, Plattsburgh

Victor Eno, Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University
“The US President’s Emergency Plans for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) and the Government of
Namibia’s Partnership in HIV/AIDS Prevention”

James Winchester, Georgia College and State University
“The Rubaiyat: A Manual on How to Survive Trouble Times”

Lauren Eastwood, State University of New York, Plattsburgh
“Sea Level and Sovereignty: The Existential Crisis of Small Island States”

12:00 to 18:00 — Lunch Break and Optional Cultural Activities

19:00 to 23:00 — Awards Banquet [Drinks & Buffet Dinner]
Peregrina Restaurant
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